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“Judgment for Judgers”      Text – Romans 2            Heidelberg Q/A’s 87, 29, 20         OT Reading – Isaiah 58

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Those of you here last time might recall that 1:18-3:8 is an Excursus.  
Having introduced his main theme, which is the gospel, Paul pauses to make it very clear that everyone needs the gospel.
And so, last time, looking at the last half of ch. 1, we saw why Gentiles, or non-Jews, are guilty sinners who deserve God’s wrath.
And now, beginning in ch. 2, Paul will show that this is true of the Jews also.  
Now, there are many commentators who believe, with good reason, that Paul doesn’t get to the Jews, specifically, until v17.  They believe that the group of people that Paul has in view in vv1-16 are ‘nice’ Gentiles, for want of a better name.  
You see, the Gentiles described in 1:18-32 engage in quite depraved behaviour.  But there were, in Paul’s day, also ‘nice’ Gentiles who were faithfully married and trying to bring up their kids right, and who also didn’t approve of the behaviour of the more ‘filthy’ Gentiles.  
And you and I will know people like this today.  Mr and Mrs Jones, next door, who seem to be decent and kind and moral folk.  In fact, their kids sometimes put our kids to shame!  And they also think that the ads on TV are getting worse and worse, etc…
And so, because there are people like this, and because Paul doesn’t specifically use the word “Jew” until v17, many commentators think that Paul speaks to ‘nice’ Gentiles in this section.  
And if that is so, what he says to such people is useful.  For when you quiz such ‘nice’ folk about their eternal welfare, they generally think that they will be OK because they are good people.  Right?  

But 2:1-16 makes it very clear that those who think that they deserve heaven because they are good folk who have done good things are quite deluded.  
Yes, heaven could be gained by doing good, if good were done perfectly, all the time, without ever once breaking any of God’s commands in deed or thought.  But no honest person can claim that.  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
The only way to heaven for sinners is by believing in Jesus who died on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

And yet, having said all this, I still think that Paul is speaking to Jews here in ch. 2.  
And I think this is so because even if Mr and Mrs Jones are ‘nice’ people, if they do not have the anchor of faith in the living Christ, the natural progression of things, within their family line, will be in the downward direction described in ch. 1.  
Think, for example, about believing Israel in the OT.  With them you see this almost inevitable spiral from belief down into idolatry and immorality.  And you see it over and over again.  
And so, with your average ‘nice’ Gentile, who has no faith-anchor at all, this will be the typical pattern from one generation to the next.  
What was wrong for Mum and Dad is fine with son or daughter, because he or she is more enlightened or tolerant, etc.  
Thus, while every individual Gentile may not be as ‘bad’ as the one described in ch. 1 now, with time, that is where unbelief leads.  
And NZ in 2013 is conclusive evidence of exactly this.  Yes?
And so, having exposed the guilt of the Gentiles, now Paul wants to switch the spotlight on to a different people group – the Jews.  And he does this with a literary tool that was common in the times that he wrote in called a diatribe.  
And a diatribe is when you have a conversation with a single imaginary person who represents the group of people that you are addressing.  
So Paul here speaks to one person; the “you” of 2:1 is a singular you.  And this person represents your typical Jew.  
· And he does this in vv1-5.  
· And then in vv6-16 he stops using singulars and starts speaking about “those” and “they” as he explains how God’s judgment has everyone in view. 
· But then, from v17, he speaks again to this single individual whom he now explicitly identifies as Jewish.
So by way of summary, it goes like this: In ch. 1, Paul has explained why every Gentile deserves God’s wrath as a guilty sinner.  And as your typical Jew reads these words, what do you think is going through his or her mind?  Yeah Paul!  You preach it, brother!  You got that right.  Those Gentiles, man, they fully deserve what’s coming to them!”  
· In fact, listen to this quote from 2 Esdras, which is not a book of the Bible, but a Jewish writing from Bible times, “Now therefore weigh in the balance our iniquities and those of the inhabitants of the world; and so it will be found which way the turn of the scale will incline.  When have the inhabitants of the earth not sinned in Thy sight?  Or what nation has kept Thy commandments so well?”  
· But even the prophet Habakkuk, from the Bible, when he learned from God that God was going to punish the sin of Judah by the Babylonians, was incredulous.  He just couldn’t understand this.  He said to God, “Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?”  
· Do you see what he was saying?  In effect, his complaint was that while Judah might have had its faults, they were not nearly as bad as the Babylonians?  
· And this moral superiority had become an almost universal belief amongst the Jews.  They were God’s chosen people!  
· Indeed, one of the very first prayer points of their daily prayers was, “Lord, I thank Thee that Thou hast not made me a Gentile.”  
· And it was this attitude that Jesus Himself had in view when He spoke about the Pharisee and the Tax-Collector praying in the temple.  Do you remember that story, boys and girls?  The Pharisee proudly praying, “God, I thank you that I am not like other men…”  
Well, before we get into the specifics of Paul’s rebuke of this attitude, let us first be honest enough to admit that we, by nature, are little different.  God, I thank you that I am not a child-abuser … adulterer … homosexual … drunk … charismatic … contemporary worshipper … someone who doesn’t attend prayer meetings … some who shops on Sundays … a parent with naughty children …”  
It is the attitude that asks: Why is it that I am the only person in a car who knows how to drive properly?  
John Stott puts it like this, “Paul uncovers in these verses a strange human foible, namely our tendency to be critical of everybody except ourselves.  We are often as harsh in our judgment of others as we are lenient towards ourselves.  We work ourselves up into a state of self-righteous indignation over the disgraceful behaviour of other people, while the very same behaviour seems not nearly so serious when it is ours rather than theirs.”  
Anyone here guilty of that?  
Well, it is this self-righteous attitude, especially in the Jews but also in your heart and mine, that is under the spotlight in ch. 2.  For here the Apostle Exposes the Judgment of God upon those who are quick to Judge others.  
And he does so by revealing that God’s judgment on such as these is wholly inescapable in vv1-4, and perfectly righteous in vv5-10, and justly impartial in vv11-16, before he ends with an added warning to Jewish objectors in vv17-29 that we do especially well to note.
So firstly then, the Apostle reveals that God’s judgment is wholly inescapable in vv1-4.  
And while these verses are rich in meaning and subtlety, again, we are considering them by way of overview or summary.
1) Paul’s point in these verses then is that at the very moment that the Jew stands there with his hands on his hips and wags his finger at the Gentile as one who deserves judgment, he places himself next to that Gentile as deserving of judgment also.  
a) And this is because the finger-wagging-judger is one who has committed some of those same sins himself.  
b) In fact, the truth is that he, as one born and raised as a Jew, has been exposed to and surrounded with the Scriptures, which record the goodness and kindness of God toward His people, which actually makes him even more deserving of God’s wrath.
i) Think of it just in terms of the 10 Commandments.  What does God point to as a motivation for obeying these commandments?  How do they begin, boys and girls?  “I am the Lord, your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”  
(1) So the Jewish child grows up knowing this truth, which makes his sin worse than that of the Gentile who knows nothing like this.
c) And we really must think about this in relation to ourselves, shouldn’t we.  And I think you will soon know exactly which Bible passage we will turn to in connection with this point.  
i) You and I probably feel in our self-righteous hearts some disgust towards adulterers or homosexuals or paedophiles.  And we might thank God that we have never committed such wicked sins.  
(1) But then we have to face up to Matthew 5, don’t we.  For there Jesus says, “You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.'  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  
ii) And we might thank God that we have never murdered anyone.  
(1) But what did Jesus say?  “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.'  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.  Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin.  But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.”
iii) And while the Jew by his sin scorned his being rescued out of slavery in Egypt, what do you and I scorn by our sin?  
(1) That’s right, the work of Jesus on the cross.  
(a) For are we not, whenever we sin, forgetting or ignoring or despising or trampling on the blood that Jesus shed on the cross of Calvary?  
(b) Are we not, in effect, driving the nails into His hands and feet all over again?  
(c) Are we not telling Jesus to get back up on the cross and to bleed some more?  
(2) But not only do we scorn His work on the cross, we scorn His person; we scorn Him.  
(a) Do you remember what Jesus said about obedience?  He said, “If you love ME, you will keep my commandments.”  So what does it mean at the moment that we break His commandments?  Surely, that we do not love Him.  
This then is why Isaac Watts, the great hymn-writer, wrote, 
Alas! and did my Saviour bleed And did my Sovereign die?  
Would He devote that sacred head For such a worm as I?  

Was it for crimes that I had done He groaned upon the tree?  

Amazing pity! grace unknown!  And love beyond degree!
Thus, God’s judgment upon those who are quick to Judge others is wholly inescapable.  But secondly, the Apostle reveals also that God’s judgment is perfectly righteous in vv5-10.
1) And here Paul addresses the Jew who not only stands there waving his self-righteous finger at the Gentile, but who also refuses to repent of his sins.  
a) And we may think here of the Jews to whom the prophets of the OT wrote to, again and again.  
i) We read such a prophecy earlier in the service from Isaiah 58.  And it is typical of the prophetic warnings that led up to the exile.  
(1) The prophet would remind them about God’s faithful love and he would then point out to them exactly how they were despising God’s kindness by worshipping Baal, and not keeping His commandments, and exploiting their workers, and fighting among each other, and refusing to care for the widow and the orphan and the alien, and by failing to observe the Sabbath Day.  
(2) But did they listen?  Almost always, they did not.  At best they ignored the prophets and at worst they killed the prophets.  
(a) Again and again their response was, “Shut up prophet!  We have nothing to repent of!  We go to the temple!  We sacrifice!  We fast.  Stop with you noise!”
b) But think also of that rich young ruler who came to Jesus said, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  And Jesus replied, “You know the commandments: Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honour your father and mother.”  
i) And how did the young man respond?  “Teacher … all these I have kept since I was a boy.”  
(1) He was one who felt no need to repent of sin.  He saw himself as a law-keeper.  
c) And we can’t help but contrast that with the tax-collector, whom Jesus spoke, of who was praying in the temple.  And standing at a distance, “he would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'”  
d) But remember also that repentance is not just a realization of and confession of sin but a turning towards godliness.  Repentance is not just FROM, it is also UNTO.
e) The believer, then, recognizes His sin and repents of that sin determined to obey the Lord with a thankful heart.  But that was not the case with the Jews Paul was addressing here.
2) Well, as we come to vv6-10, we come to a passage of scripture that is something of a hurdle for many.  And this is because it seems to suggest that salvation is by works.  “God "will give to each person according to what he has done."  To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honour and immortality, He will give eternal life.  But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.”  
a) Well, Paul has already explained, in 1:17, that the gospel is a righteousness from God that is received by faith.  And this will be repeated and explored further in the rest of Romans.  
i) And this is the consistent message of scripture.  Salvation is not by works but by faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Fullstop.  Praise God!  Hallelujah!  Amen!
(1) So vv6-10 cannot be teaching salvation by works, because Scripture never contradicts itself.  
b) And indeed, if we look carefully at these verses, we see that what they speak about is not salvation by works but judgment according to our works.  And the two are different things.  
i) Let me illustrate this from Matthew 25.  In Matthew 25, Jesus describes Judgment Day and Him sitting on His Judgment throne, with the sheep on the right and the goats on the left.  
(1) And those on the right, He welcomes into heaven.  Do you remember why?  
(a) Because they visited the prisoner and looked after the sick and fed the hungry and clothed the naked.  
(2) And to those on the left, He sends into hell.  Why?  
(a) Because they did not look after the sick and visit the prisoner, etc.  
(3) So is Jesus teaching salvation by works?  No He is not.  And we see this because before Jesus judges each according to his works, what has He already done?  He has already separated them to the right and to the left.  
(a) In effect, He saves some to right.  And then, once there, those on the right and the left are judged according to their works.  
(4) Brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, as hard as it is for us to comprehend what it means, our works, done out of grateful obedience for our salvation in Jesus Christ, will determine our ‘level’ of reward in heaven, and the works of unbelievers will determine their ‘level’ of punishment in hell.  
(a) Now Scripture simply does not allow us to speculate as to what that exactly looks like.  But it is this judgment according to our works that Paul is describing here in vv10-16.  
(i) And in this, God’s perfect righteousness will be revealed, for it will be the same for all, Jew or Gentile.  As Paul says in v11, “God does not show favouritism.”  
And these words are where Paul reveals that God’s judgment is not only wholly inescapable and perfectly righteous, but also justly impartial.  

1) And congregation, while you might quickly read over v11 without even batting an eye-lid, you need to see just how shocking these words of Paul would have been to many Jews.  What?!  We are not God’s favourites?  Blood vessels would be popping and hackles would be rising on the back of the neck.  We are God’s chosen people, Paul!  We have the Law!  We are circumcised!  We are Abraham’s children!
a) But Paul is eager for the Jews to see that simply having the Law makes no difference for the Jew.  
i) Not having the 10 commandments did not excuse the Gentile because he knows what is right and what is wrong.  He has a conscience, as we see here in v15, upon which the requirements of the law are written.  
(1) And we see this wherever we look don’t we.  Find a remote tribe in some jungle some where, and what will you find?  A people with a sense of what is right and what is wrong, a sense of guilt, a fear of judgement, and some system for trying to atone for the wrongs they have done to what ever gods they worship. 

(2) So the sin of the Gentile deserves God’s wrath because even though he does not have the Law, he sins, knowingly.
ii) And likewise, having the 10 Commandments does not excuse the Jew.  And this is because what God values is not having the Law but obedience to the Law.   
(1) And so, the sin of the Jew deserves God’s wrath because even though he has the law, he sins, knowingly.
iii) Thus, God’s judgment is justly impartial – There is no favouritism with God.  All are law-breakers.
And that brings us, in the last place, to vv17-29, and Paul’s final word to his Jewish objectors.  
1) And these words are necessary because the Jews could mount a strong case for being God’s favourites.  
a) In Deuteronomy 7:6, we read these words to Israel, “The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.”  
b) In Deuteronomy 32:9-10, we read, “For the LORD's portion is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance.  In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste.  He shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye.”  
i) And those words sure sound like the description of a favourite!
2) The argument of the Jews, then, was that as those to whom God had given the Law and as those who were marked off by circumcision, they were God’s special people.
a) But Paul’s response to them is brutal in its honesty.  He admits to the truth in their objection.  
i) He says to them, Ok then.  It is true that you are God’s special people.  It is true that you enjoy a special relationship with the Lord.  It is true that it is your job to teach other nations about God.  It is true that you alone have been given the Law.

(1) So how is that going then?  
(a) Are you truly living as God’s special people should live?    
(b) Are you being holy because God is holy?  
(c) Or is it so that your wickedness is so public that Gentiles blaspheme God because of how you behave?  
ii) And as for your circumcision?  Well, there are Gentiles who behave better than you do and they are not circumcised.  And then Paul introduces themes he will speak of later in Romans by stating that Gentiles who are uncircumcised yet who obey the law, will in fact condemn those Jews who have the law and are uncircumcised but are law-breakers.

(1) And the terms Paul uses here are OT terms.  Way back in Deut 30, God told Israel that they would one day be exiled for their disobedience.  But afterwards, He said, I will bring you back and “I will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love [me] with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.”
Well, by way of summary then, Paul’s purpose in this chapter was to show the Jew that in his hurry to judge the Gentile, he was exposing himself as equally deserving of the wrath of God.  God’s judgment is wholly inescapable for those quick to judge others.  

And the point here for you and I brothers and sisters, is that when we wag our fingers at the world around us, we are forgetting about our own wickedness.  And the problem of our wickedness and guilt is not something that we can solve.  It is something that God has solved by pouring out His wrath on Jesus as He hung on the cross.  But you must now take hold of God’s grace and believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins.  
For that is the only way to be sure that you will be among those that Jesus separates to the right on the Day of Judgment.

And while we may not share the guilt of the Jews that Paul has spoken of, there is a similar danger that belongs to any of us who take our stand on our having been baptized or made a profession of Faith or have been brought up in a Christian family, or who belong to a Reformed Church.  
If you think that these things allow you to escape God’s judgment, you are sadly mistaken.  
Salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ, alone.  
And a living faith, as is plainly seen in this chapter, must and will affect how you talk and think and behave.  
If you go out of here with no resolve to repent of your sins and to obey God’s law with a thankful heart, because of His mercy toward you in Jesus Christ, you are no different than the Jews Paul spoke to who will be condemned on the final day.

 But most of all, the Spirit’s intent in these words is that we flee to Jesus Christ for refuge.  

For tomorrow, you and I will sin and need to repent again, and the next day.
And when we stand before Jesus, not one of us will do so confident of reward and able to list all of the things we have done out of love for Christ.  Indeed, as Jesus lists the things that He is about to reward us for, our response will be, “When did we do this?”  
For we will stand there knowing that we truly deserve is God’s wrath.

Praise God then for astonishing grace that can save a wretch like me.   Amen.
